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COVID-19  

NATIONAL AND STATE POLICY UPDATES 
 

 

Please note that things are changing rapidly with regard to both State and National policy. Therefore, we ask that you please  

check back for ongoing updates as we work to provide you with the most current and up-to-date information as it relates to 

addressing the needs of survivors in Arizona. 

Federal Legislation 

The Phase 3 Federal Stimulus bill, the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Securities (CARES) Act S. 3548, was 

signed into law by the President on Friday, March 27, 2020. While the $2.2 trillion stimulus package from the 

Senate includes improvements to address the needs of programs, survivors and advocates, significant gaps still 

remain. We continue to advocate with our national partners for additional emergency funding for victims and 

survivors, including sexual violence services funding that was left out of the Phase 3 package. Discussions are 

ongoing for a potential Phase 4 stimulus bill. Congress has recessed and is scheduled to return on April 20, 2020. 

More information related to federal news can be found by visiting https://www.usa.gov/coronavirus and 

https://www.federalreserve.gov/covid-19.htm 

State News 

The Arizona State Legislature initially adjourned until April 13, 2020, but a formal decision was made earlier this 

week: Speaker Bowers announced that leadership will continue to monitor state and federal guidelines and 

reassess at the end of April. No date to reconvene has been set at this time. 

Yesterday the Joint Legislative Budget Committee (JLBC) announced that they anticipate a $1.1 Billion shortfall by 

the end of FY21 in the state’s general fund (GF) due to the pandemic. The JLBC plans to revisit the forecast at least 

once by June when more data will be available and more conclusive estimates can be made. Materials from the 

state revenue forecast briefing can be found here. We continue to advocate on both the state and national levels 

to our lawmakers for emergency funding during this time so that services remain open and available to victims and 

survivors of sexual and domestic violence. 

Governor Ducey has issued a handful of Executive Orders and made numerous announcements in the wake of the 

COVID-19 pandemic. 

Executive Order 2020-24 Requirements for Individuals Traveling to Arizona was issued on April 7, 2020. Under this 

order, anyone who travels to Arizona from an area with substantial community spread through any airport in the 

state must isolate or quarantine themselves upon arrival for 14 days and remains in effect throughout the Public 

Health Emergency.  

Executive Order 2020-22 Protection of Vulnerable Residents at Nursing Care Institutions, Residential Care 

Institutions, ICF-IIDs and DD Medical Group Homes from COVID-19 was issues on April 7, 2020 and requires all staff 
to use personal protective equipment (PPE), implement symptom checks for those entering the facility, and offer 

electronic communication if visitation is restricted, etc. to align with new recommendations issued by the Centers 

for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 

Executive Order 2020-21 Prohibiting Small Business Evictions was issued on April 6, 2020. This order halts evictions 

for small businesses and nonprofits that are unable to pay rent due to financial hardship caused by the pandemic. 

The order encourages commercial landlords to defer rent payments and waive all fees and interest associated with 

the payments for small business tenants facing economic hardship due to COVID-19. Under this order, evictions 

will be halted until May 31, 2020.   

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s3548/BILLS-116s3548is.pdf
https://www.usa.gov/coronavirus
https://www.federalreserve.gov/covid-19.htm
https://www.azleg.gov/jlbc/April%20FAC.htm
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo-2020-24.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo-2020-22.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/04/governor-ducey-issues-executive-order-halting-evictions-small-businesses-and
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Executive Order 2020-20 Expanding Access to Pharmacies allows pharmacists to dispense emergency refills of 

maintenance medications for a 90-day supply and an additional 90-day supply if needed, and takes effect on April 

2, 2020.  

Executive Order 2020-18 Stay Home, Stay Healthy, Stay Connected - Physical Distancing to Mitigate COVID-19 

Transmission. Effective at 5:00pm on March 31, 2020 all individuals are to promote physical distancing while also 

encouraging social connectedness, and are instructed to leave their place of residence only for "Essential 

Activities.” The order includes exemptions for individuals whose residences are unsafe or become unsafe, such as 

victims of domestic violence. The order is currently set to expire on April 30, 2020. More information on the list of 

"Essential Services" can be found here.  

Following an approval from the USDA Food and Nutrition Service (FNS) and announced on April 8, 2020, Arizonans 

receiving food assistance through the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) will be able to use 

benefits for online food purchases with currently-authorized SNAP online retailers including Walmart and Amazon.  

The Governor also announced an agreement with banks throughout Arizona to protect small businesses and 

families from eviction and foreclosure. While banks seem to be working directly with consumers on payment 

deferrals for certain consumer loans, this agreement suspends evictions and foreclosures for at least 60 days, with 

the potential to extend that period for the duration of the state’s emergency declaration.  

On Monday, March 30, 2020 Governor Ducey also announced the extension of school closures through the end of 

the school year following guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and a White House 

announcement extending physical distancing guidelines until April 30, 2020. 

As part of the $50 million COVID-19 relief package signed into law earlier this session, an announcement of an 

initial $6.7 million in funding will support Arizona food banks, nutrition programs and programs th at serve the 

homeless and an additional $1.75 million was dedicated to improve food security in the state.  

A statewide COVID-19 Hotline has been introduced to field questions and concerns regarding the Coronavirus. 

Administered by 2-1-1 Arizona and the Crisis Response Network, this hotline will operate from 8:00am to 8:00pm 

and can be reached by dialing 2-1-1 while an individual is located in Arizona. 

These are just some of the highlights from recent news. More information and the most recent information from 

the Office of the Governor can be found by visiting https://az.governor.gov/news-releases 

Additional Information: 

While our staff are primarily working remotely from the safety of their homes, we have measures in place to 

maintain full confidentiality and are continuing operations and support to survivors and the community.  

For additional resources and information, please visit our COVID-19 specific page: www.acesdv.org/covid-19 

Department of Economic Security (DES) services related to COVID-19: https://des.az.gov/services/coronavirus 

Arizona Department of Health Services COVID-19 specific information: https://www.azdhs.gov/COVID19 

Arizona Department of Housing (Eviction Prevention Assistance): https://housing.az.gov 

The Arizona Bar Foundation’s COVID19 legal resource page: https://covid19.azlawhelp.org 

Arizona Business Resources related to COVID-19: https://www.azcommerce.com/covid-19/ 

Arizona Food Bank Network: http://www.azfoodbanks.org/index.php/covid-19 

Arizona at Work provides no-cost job assistance and a list of immediate openings: www.arizona@work.com  

https://azgovernor.gov/executive-orders
https://azgovernor.gov/executive-orders
https://azgovernor.gov/sites/default/files/eo_2021_0.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/news/2020/04/arizona-receives-approval-online-snap-purchases-usda
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/03/governor-ducey-announces-new-steps-protect-families-and-small-business
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/03/governor-ducey-announces-launch-2-1-1-covid-19-hotline
https://az.governor.gov/news-releases
http://www.acesdv.org/covid-19
https://des.az.gov/services/coronavirus
https://www.azdhs.gov/COVID19
https://housing.az.gov/
https://covid19.azlawhelp.org/
file://///acesdv-dc12/Public/Public%20Policy%20Department/COVID-19%20Updates%20-%202020/For%20Arizona%20Business%20Resources%20related%20to%20COVID-19:%20Arizona%20Commerce%20Authority%20https:/www.azcommerce.com/covid-19/
http://www.azfoodbanks.org/index.php/covid-19

