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COVID-19  

NATIONAL AND STATE POLICY UPDATES 
 

 

Please note that things are changing rapidly with regard to both State and National policy. Therefore, we ask that 

you please check back for ongoing updates as we work to provide you with the most current and up to date 

information as it relates to addressing the needs of survivors in Arizona.  

The Families First Coronavirus Response Act (FFCRA) H.R. 6201 was signed by the President on March 18, 2020. 

This bill addresses many of the urgent needs of low-wage workers, and therefore supports many survivors. 

Phase 1 was an $8.3 billion bill focusing on coronavirus vaccine research and development; Phase 2 is the bill that 

passed last week, largely focused on paid sick leave and unemployment benefits for workers and families; and 

Phase 3 will be much larger than both of the previous bills combined.1  

The Phase 3 bill, S. 3548 titled the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Securities (CARES) Act, was signed into 

law by the President on Friday, March 27, 2020 to provide additional relief. While the $2.2 trillion stimulus package 

from the Senate includes improvements to address the needs of programs, survivors and advocates, significant 

gaps still remain. The package includes:  

 $45 million for the Family Violence Prevention and Services Act, with a match waiver 

 $2 million for the National Domestic Violence Hotline 

 Unemployment insurance provisions are expanded 

 Serious investment in housing and homelessness including Emergency Solutions grants  

 Direct payments to individuals - $1,200 for adults and $600 for children who filed taxes last year and 
meet the income requirements  

 Small business loans that can help nonprofits in these challenging times with no exemption for non-
profits under 500 employees who receive Medicaid 

 Additional SNAP, Child Nutrition program, and Emergency food assistance program appropriation 

 Funding for Legal Services Corporation 

 Increase in Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) and Childcare Development Block Grant 

 Additional Appropriations for Runaway and Homeless Youth 
 

We continue to monitor this stimulus package and support our national partners in shifting our attention to the 

next phase of the stimulus package - COVID 4 - to focus on administrative advocacy, technical assistance and 

implementation. 

 

Governor Ducey has issued a handful of Executive Orders in the wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. Most recently, 

the Governor has introduced: 

Executive Order 2020-17 Continuity of Work helps licensed professionals in the state remain licensed, and defers 

certain requirements, for six months. State agencies and boards will defer requirements to renew licenses that 

have an expiration date between March 1, 2020 and September 1, 2020 by six months from the date of expiration. 

In addition, continuing education requirements will be deferred by six months unless those can be completed 

online. 

                                                           
1 Myers, J. (March 18, 2020). Senate OKs COVID-19 bill mandating paid leave, readies new relief bill. Retrieved from: 
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2020/03/18/senate-oks-covid-19-bill-mandating-paid-leave-readies-new-relief-bill/ 

https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hr6201/BILLS-116hr6201enr.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/s3548/BILLS-116s3548is.pdf
https://azgovernor.gov/executive-orders
https://cronkitenews.azpbs.org/2020/03/18/senate-oks-covid-19-bill-mandating-paid-leave-readies-new-relief-bill/
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Executive Order 2020-16 Increasing Hospital Capacity for COVID-19 Preparedness which requires hospitals to 

increase the amount of hospital bed capacity in the state and to take steps to optimize staffing levels and maximize 

critical resources. 

Executive Order 2020-15 Expansion of Telemedicine which requires that all health insurance plans regulated by the 

Arizona Department of Insurance must provide coverage for all services provided through telemedicine if the 

healthcare service would be covered through an in-person visit, and that providers are to be reimbursed at the 

same level of payment as in-person. Additionally, insurers must allow all electronic means of delivering telehealth, 

including telephone and video calls.   

Governor Ducey also announced an electric utility relief package yesterday. According to the press release on the 

office’s website APS, SRP, TEP and six electric cooperatives agreed to the following: 

 No customer will have power to their home shut off during the remainder of the crisis for inability to pay; 

 No penalties, late fees or interest will be assessed during this time. 

 The utility companies will work with their customers to provide flexible options for payment, as well as 
guidance and choice of rate payment plans.  
 

A statewide COVID-19 Hotline has been introduced to field questions and concerns regarding the Coronavirus. 

Administered by 2-1-1 Arizona and the Crisis Response Network, this hotline will operate from 8:00am to 8:00pm 

and can be reached by dialing 2-1-1 while an individual is located in Arizona.  

This morning the Governor announced the extension of school closures through the end of the school year 

following guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and a White House announcement 

extending physical distancing guidelines until April 30, 2020. 

These are just some of the pertinent highlights from recent news. More information and up to the minute news 

from the Office of the Governor can be found by visiting https://az.governor.gov/news-releases 

 
IMPORTANT CLARIFICATION REGARDING Executive Order 2020-14: Postponement of Eviction Actions was shared 

by from our partners at the Arizona Bar Foundation and Community Legal Services. 

This order provides that the enforcement of evictions can be delayed in certain circumstances related to COVID-19, 

but did not fully stop eviction actions. Instead, the constable will not lock out the tenant after the eviction 

judgment, if the tenant provides their landlord any of the following: 

1. You have been diagnosed with COVID-19 and must be quarantined; 
2. You have been ordered to self-quarantine by a medical professional because of your symptoms as defined 

by the Centers for Disease Control; 
3. Someone in your household has been diagnosed with COVID-19 and you must be quarantined; 
4. You have a health condition, as defined by the Centers for Disease Control, that makes you more at risk 

for COVID-19 than the average person; 
5. You have suffered a substantial loss of income as a result of COVID-19, such as job loss, reduced pay or 

compensation, your workplace closed, an obligation to miss work to care for a home-bound school-age 
child or other circumstances. 
 

If tenants need legal help related to eviction, please have them pre-apply for legal help at 

https://a2j.azlawhelp.org/ or call (866) 637-5341.  

Tenants may also directly contact one of the local organizations listed in the chart that follows on the next page: 

 

https://azgovernor.gov/executive-orders
https://azgovernor.gov/executive-orders
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/03/governor-ducey-announces-electric-utility-relief-package
https://azgovernor.gov/governor/news/2020/03/governor-ducey-announces-launch-2-1-1-covid-19-hotline
https://az.governor.gov/news-releases
https://azgovernor.gov/executive-orders
https://a2j.azlawhelp.org/a2j-viewer/viewer/viewer.html#!view/pages/page/1a1%20Introduction
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County Legal Aid Organization Find Office Locations 

La Paz 

Maricopa 

Mohave 

Yavapai 

Yuma 

Community Legal Services https://clsaz.org/office-locations/  

Coconino 

Navajo Nation 
DNA People’s Legal Services https://dnalegalservices.org/  

Apache (non-Navajo Nation) 

Cochise 

Gila 

Graham 

Greenlee 

Navajo (non-Navajo Nation) 

Pima  

Pinal 

Santa Cruz 

Southern Arizona Legal Aid https://www.sazlegalaid.org/services/  

 

Additional Information: 

While our staff are primarily working remotely from the safety of their homes, we have measures in place to 

maintain full confidentiality and are continuing operations and support to survivors and the community.  

For additional resources and information, please visit our COVID-19 specific page: www.acesdv.org/covid-19 

Department of Economic Security (DES) services related to COVID-19: https://des.az.gov/services/coronavirus 

Arizona Department of Health Services: https://azdhs.gov/ 

Arizona Department of Housing (Including Save Our Home - Foreclosure Assistance Program and Eviction 

Prevention Assistance): https://housing.az.gov 

 

https://clsaz.org/office-locations/
https://dnalegalservices.org/
https://www.sazlegalaid.org/services/
http://www.acesdv.org/covid-19
https://des.az.gov/services/coronavirus
https://azdhs.gov/
https://housing.az.gov/

