
What can I request? 

You can request custody if you believe that the domestic violence abuser (defendant) is a danger to 
the animals in the household.  There is no limit on the number of animals you can request to be 
protected under your Order of Protection, but remember that this animal must belong to you, the 
defendant, or a minor child in your household. 

Under A.R.S. 13-3602 (G)(7), you may request to be granted “exclusive care, custody, and control of 
any animal owned by you, the defendant or a minor child living in your household.” 

What you need to know about your pet and Protective Orders... 
 

Beginning July 29th, 2010, pets may be included on Orders of Protection!  This flier will 
provide information on this new law and how you can add your pets to your Order of 
Protection.  To find out more information about what an Order of Protection is and how to 
obtain one, please contact your local domestic violence program or call 1-800-782-6400. 

Protective Orders & Pets 

Where on the form do I request protection for my pet? 

To request the addition of an animal to your Order of Protection, indicate your request on Line 9 
of the Petition.  There is not a separate line or field specifically reserved for this purpose, so you 
will need to detail your request on Line 9, designated “Other”.   

Additionally, on your final Order, your protected pet’s information will be documented in the 
“Other” field. 

Additional Information 

As with all Orders of Protection, once it has expired and you are petitioning for a new one, you must indicate your 
desire to have parties, including your pet(s), protected under your Order of Protection again.  They will not be 
automatically included in the new Order! 

If you have questions, concerns, or need additional information, please contact 
Kendra Leiby, Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence 
Kendra@azcadv.org, 602-279-2900 x414 

What exactly does the law state? 

A.R.S 13-3602 (G)(7) states, “If a court issues an order of protection, the court may do any of the 
following: 

…Grant the petitioner the exclusive care, custody or control of any animal that is owned, possessed, 
leased, kept or held by the petitioner, the respondent or a minor child residing in the residence or 
household of the petitioner or the respondent, and order the respondent to stay away from the ani-
mal and forbid the respondent from taking, transferring, encumbering, concealing, committing an 
act of cruelty or neglect in violation of section 13-2910 or otherwise disposing of the animal.” 


