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The Systems Advocacy Department of the  

Arizona Coalition Against Domestic Violence 

(AZCADV), through public policy and systems 

change efforts, advocates to address the 

needs of domestic violence victims in Arizona. 

The Systems Advocacy Department works  

diligently to monitor public policy changes as 

well as institutional practices on a state and 

national level. In order to complete this work 

the Systems Advocacy Department  

collaborates with various community partners 

to make positive systemic change.  

  

The Legislative Advisory Committee, hosted by 

AZCADV, is a diverse group of stakeholders 

who come together to help us create our public 

policy strategy for the year. Our annual  

Legislative Priorities Survey goes out annually 

and is completed by domestic violence  

program staff, law enforcement, community 

members, prosecutors and survivors from 

around the state. This survey provides  

information to the Systems Advocacy  

Department that aids in determining the  

legislative priorities for AzCADV in the  

upcoming year.  

  

In August 2012, Gloria Galeno joined the 

team as our new Systems Advocate. Together 

with Shannon Rich, our Systems Advocacy  

Coordinator, the pair worked on various  

legislative proposals this year as well as 

budget advocacy. The Systems Advocacy  

Department is also supported by our Deputy 

Director, Jessye Johnson.  

  

To find out more about the Systems Advocacy 

Department or ways you can get involved, 

please call our office at 602-279-2900 or     

e-mail us at info@azcadv.org.  

Your Systems Advocacy Department 

12:59 AM. Of the 1,234 bills, 

resolutions, and memorials 

that were introduced, the 

Governor signed 302 into law 

(including the budget which 

has increased funding for CPS 

and Medicaid Expansion) and 

vetoed 26. Some good legis-

lation was passed this year to 

make improvements to the 

CPS system as well as pro-

vide tuition waivers for foster 

care children. This summary 

will highlight legislation intro-

duced and/or passed this 

year that could impact survi-

vors of domestic violence.  

This year got off to an unex-

pected start. As the legisla-

ture swore in over 37 new 

members to the Legislature, 

Governor Brewer gave her 

State of the State speech 

which included a surprise: 

support for Medicaid Expan-

sion. The Governor’s proposal 

also called for additional 

funding for Child Protective 

Services and sales tax reform. 

The excitement did not end 

there. Tension grew through-

out the legislative session as 

Republican legislators joined 

with Democrats to support the 

Governor’s budget proposal. 

When it looked as if leader-

ship in the House and Senate 

were trying to stall the issue, 

the Governor took to a prom-

ise to veto bills, and vetoed 5 

different bills sent to her desk 

without a budget. Then, when 

progress continued to stall on 

the budget bills, including the 

bill with language on Medi-

caid Expansion, Governor 

Brewer called legislators into 

a special session so they could 

send a budget to her desk.  

After 151 long days, session 

ended sine die on June 14th at 

The Lay of the Land 

mailto:info@azcadv.org
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SB 1072 (parenting time; relocation of child) 

HB 2392 (protective orders; confidential information; 

injunctions) 

HB 2383 (domestic violence; arrest; predominant aggressor) 

control which outlines acts that 
describe many of the types of 
emotional and psychological 
abuse that many survivors  
experience.  
 
If the officer determines that one 
party is the predominant  
aggressor they would not be  
required to arrest the other party.  
 
HB 2383 passed unanimously out 
of the House of Representatives, 
but stalled in the Senate. This  
legislation will be reintroduced 
next year.   

As one of the priorities for the 
2013 legislative session, HB 
2383 would have made changes 
to the mandatory arrest law for 
domestic violence in situations 
where officers are faced with the 
potential of arresting both  
parties.  
 
Under mandatory arrest laws, if 
law enforcement has probable 
cause to arrest both parties for 
committing acts of domestic  
violence, they are required to 
arrest both parties. Predominant 
aggressor legislation speaks to 

reducing the numbers of dual 
arrests and hold accountable 
those that are the most  
dangerous.  
 
The new protocols would require 
officers to consider any previous 
history of domestic violence, 
whether one of the parties acted 
in self defense, acts of coercive 
control as well as other relevant 
factors to determine the  
predominant aggressor.  
 
This legislation also includes a 
detailed definition of coercive 

For months leading up to this 
legislative session, there was a 
push to overhaul the current 
laws around relocation for par-
ents who have court ordered 
legal decision-making and/or 
parenting time. The overhaul 
resulted in SB 1072 which went 
through many iterations during 
session. What SB 1072 aimed 
to do was strike the current 100 
mile rule for parent/child relo-
cations and require all parents 
wishing to relocate to notify the 
non-moving parent of the move. 
This would afford the non-
moving parent the ability to 

object to the move. The crux of 
this bill would have been detri-
mental to domestic violence 
survivors as under this bill, a 
survivor of domestic violence 
who wished to relocate would 
have to get permission from the 
non-moving parent (their 
abuser) before they could relo-
cate any distance. Changes 
were being made to the legisla-
tion to improve protections for 
victims of domestic violence and 
to restructure the ability to ob-
ject to moves, but ultimately the 
bill failed to move through the 
House of Representatives.  

Law enforcement jurisdictions 
work diligently to serve and 
enforce protective orders. In an 
effort to make this process more 
efficient, many law enforcement 
agencies have developed forms 
to collect further information 
from the plaintiff about the lo-
cation of the defendant. Up until 
this time, the information col-
lected on those forms was con-
sidered a public record and 
therefore not confidential, plac-

ing victims of domestic violence 
at further risk to their safety. HB 
2392 ensures that information 
collected by law enforcement 
for the purposes of service of 
protection orders are kept confi-
dential. This bill was signed by 
the Governor on May 2nd and 
will become law on September, 
13, 2013.  
 
For more information please 
contact 602-279-2900.  
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FY 14 Budget and Medicaid Expansion 

Other bills of interest 
HB 2517 (domestic violence; arrest) was 
another piece of legislation introduced this 
year aimed at making changes to the man-
datory arrest laws. This legislation will cre-
ate an age requirement for mandatory 
arrest. Under current law, anyone who 
commits domestic violence is arrested as a 
requirement of the current mandatory ar-
rest law. Officers will now have the discre-
tion to arrest individuals under the age of 
15 who have committed domestic violence 

offenses and mandatory arrest applies to 
those older than 15. HB 2517 was signed 
by the Governor on June 19th.  The law 
will be in effect on September 13th, 2013.  
 
SB 1071 (modification of legal decision-
making) would have allowed a parent to 
petition the court for a modification of their 
legal decision-making or parenting time 
order based simply on the changes to the 

custody law that passed last year. Parents 
can already modify their orders if they 
believe there is a change in their circum-
stance. SB 1071 would have caused many 
survivors of domestic violence to be unnec-
essarily dragged back to family court. No 
action was taken on SB 1071 in the Senate.  
SB 1038 (parenting time; court ordered 
supervised) was reintroduced this year. 
This legislation would have required per-
sons providing supervised visitation to have 

a fingerprint clearance card. Last year the 
bill passed safely out of the legislature but 
was vetoed by the Governor due to lan-
guage in the bill not related to the super-
vised visitation. This year the bill failed to 
receive a hearing in the Senate.  
 
SB 1179 (ignition interlock devices; TPT 
exemption) included an end of session 
amendment that will make changes regard-

ing non-itemized donations and the Work-
ing Poor Tax Credit.  If your organization 
qualifies for the working poor tax credit, 
your donors are eligible for a tax credit on 
their income taxes (up to $200 for individu-
als and $400 for couples filing jointly). 
Previously, tax credit was only available to 
organizations donors if they itemized their 
deductions on their annual tax forms with 
the State of Arizona. SB 1179 was signed 
by the Governor on July 20th and will be 

in effect on September 13th, 2013.  
 
HB 2457(charitable organizations filings) 
will change Arizona’s solicitation registra-
tion laws. This new law will repeal the re-
quirement that any charitable organization 
conducting fundraising activities in Arizona 
must first register with the Secretary of 
State. HB 2457 was signed by the  
Governor on June 20th. 

The budget continues to be a major priority 
of the Coalition. This year’s budget was 
more specific to funding Child Protective 
Services (CPS) and expansion of Medicaid 
Services. In Governor Brewer’s State of the 
State her priorities for 2013 included ad-
ditional funding for CPS to be allocated 
immediately as well as additional funding 
for FY 2014. Governor Brewer also put her 
support behind fully expanding Medicaid 
services in compliance with the Affordable 
Care Act. We are grateful that she sup-
ported both of these priorities due to their 
impact on domestic violence victims. 
 
Child Protective Services is underfunded. 
With caseworkers holding case loads 
nearly triple what is outlined in standards, 

numerous cases left open for months and 
high reports of child deaths in Arizona, it 
was imperative that the legislature pass a 
budget that included additional funding for 
CPS. Within the first few weeks of session 
the legislature appropriated $50 million in 
emergency funds for CPS. By the end of 
session they appropriated over $64 million 
in additional funds to hire new staff, fund-
ing for foster care, provide additional child 
care services to meet the increased need 
and more. This was a tremendous victory, 
but while the increased funding for CPS will 

help it does not address the need for  
funding in the social safety net that  
prevents families from entering the child 
welfare system. Nor does this funding  
address the issues in CPS around their re-
sponse to domestic violence victims and 
their families, something we will continue to 
work to address in the coming months. 
 
Medicaid Expansion became the big issue 
at the Legislature this year and caused 
hostility when a few Republican legislators 
joined Democrats and the Governor in a 
coalition to pass Medicaid Expansion.  
Discussions began late into session and  
culminated when Governor Brewer called a 
Special Session that allowed for the 
budget bills to pass. 

 
Medicaid Expansion will bring in federal 
funding to Arizona allowing those who are 
currently uninsured who are at 133% or 
below the Federal Poverty Line (FPL) to 
apply for Arizona’s version of Medicaid, 
the Arizona Health Care Cost Containment 
System (AHCCCS). Additionally, this will 
allow childless adults who have been re-
stricted from services due to previous 
budget cuts to apply for AHCCCS and 
reopens enrollment for KidsCare. 
 

Starting in October the Health Insurance 
Marketplace will begin taking applications 
for insurance which will include AHCCCS, 
however health care coverage will not be 
in effect until January 1st, 2014.     
 
Thank you to everyone for their advocacy 
this year and helping to pass these major 
priorities in Arizona. Next year CPS will 
continue to be a focus as well as funding 
for the social safety net, domestic violence 
services and funding for the TANF backfill. 



 

 

The Systems Advocacy Department worked closely with our partners at the National Net-
work to End Domestic Violence (NNEDV) and our Members of Congress to make the reau-
thorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA) a priority for 113th Congress. 
Similar to last year, two different versions of VAWA were introduced this year; the Senate 
introduced S. 47, a bipartisan bill that included provisions aimed at improving access to 
justice and services for underserved victims of violence. The House substitute version elimi-
nated critical protections included in the Senate version and also rolled back some of the 
provisions that had proven to be successful.  The Senate voted 78-22 to pass S. 47 on Feb-
ruary 12th sending the bill to the House, and the House approved S. 47 on February 28th 
with a vote of 286 to 138 after rejecting the House substitute bill. President Obama signed 

the bill into law on March 7th, renewing VAWA for an additional 5 years. 

The new version of the law includes several new measures, including granting Native 
American tribes jurisdiction to prosecute non-native perpetrators of domestic and sexual 
violence against native victims. Previously, tribes had no jurisdiction over non-tribal mem-
bers, even if they are married to native women or reside on native lands. In addition to the 

new provisions aiming to protect Native American victims, the re-authorized VAWA allows 
groups representing Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgendered men and women to apply 
for grants to prevent sexual violence and care for victims. The new law also includes the 
SAFER Act, which aims to whittle down the backlog of DNA tests, often known as "rape kits" 
in police storage around the country; and the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 

Act which provides services to victims of human trafficking. 

Thank you to the programs, survivors and advocates across the state who helped pass 
VAWA 2013. For more information about the new provisions in VAWA please contact the 

Systems Advocacy Department at info@azcadv.org or 602-279-2900.  

Violence Against Women Act  

Reauthorization of 2013 

TO LEAD, TO ADVOCATE, TO EDUCATE, TO COLLABORATE, TO END DOMESTIC VIOLENCE IN ARIZONA 

Are you a member of the 

AzCADV? 

Membership dues provide the 

Coalition with the unrestricted 

funding we need to effectively 

advocate for legislation and the 

budget. Additionally, the strength 

of our membership numbers 

demonstrates our power and 

reach in the community. Choose 

from different levels of 

membership: 

 Survivor 

 Student 

 Individual 

 Affiliate Organization/

Company 

 Domestic Violence Program 

Go to www.azcadv.org under 

“Get Involved/Join Us” to learn 

more. 

On FACEBOOK?                    

Become a FAN of the Arizona 

Coalition Against Domestic   

Violence! 


