
Legislative Summary 
Forty- Eighth Legislature, Second Regular Session 
 
With the State facing a $2 billion dollar deficit for the 2009 fiscal year, and an equally 
(seemingly) insurmountable deficit for the 2010 fiscal year, the Arizona Coalition Against 
Domestic Violence (AzCADV) took a different approach from years past. The potential 
for a cut to the domestic violence line item was of utmost concern and most of our 
efforts focused on maintaining our line item, rather than passing policy legislation. That 
being said, AzCADV introduced three pieces of priority legislation and worked tirelessly 
to see their passage, but to no avail. The Legislature had priorities of its own, and with 
the last legislative session being as successful as it was, domestic violence related 
statutes were not on the radar.  
 
The three bills introduced by AzCADV were: 
 

 Child Custody:  SB 1432 amends ARS25-403, stipulating that if a parent is 
acting in good faith to protect their child from witnessing an act of domestic 
violence or being a victim of domestic violence or child abuse, the Court may not 
use this against them when determining the best interests of that child in custody 
disputes. It also stipulates that if the Court finds that a parent has committed an 
act of domestic violence, that parent has the burden of proving, by clear and 
convincing evidence, that parenting time will not endanger the child or significantly 
impair the child’s emotional development. 

 
 Dating Relationships:  HB 2374 would amend the current domestic violence 
statute to include and recognize victims of domestic violence in a “dating 
relationship” or a “significant romantic or sexual relationship”. The legislation 
AzCADV will attempt to pass will be modeled after Minnesota’s, which states “…in 
determining whether persons are or have been involved in a significant romantic 
relationship, …the court shall consider the length of time of the relationship; type 
of relationship; frequency of interaction between the parties; and, if the 
relationship has terminated, length of time since termination.” 

 
 Strangulation/Suffocation: Due to the fatality potential and the correlation 
between intentional strangulation/suffocation and homicide in domestic violence 
cases, AzCADV insists on holding perpetrators accountable for this crime. To do 
so, AzCADV introduced HB 2545, which would convene a study committee to 
investigate the prevalence of the crime in Arizona, the practice of law enforcement 
related to strangulation/suffocation, and city and county prosecutors’ insights on 
the issue. 

 
 
Budget: As previously mentioned, maintaining the domestic violence line item in the 
State Budget was of utmost importance and AzCADV actively engaged, educated and 
lobbied members of the State Legislature to address the funding needs of domestic 
violence service providers and agencies.  As a priority, AzCADV advocated to maintain 



the domestic violence line item, with appropriations towards the greatest represented 
needs throughout the state being a top priority.  In addition, AzCADV supported 
continued funding for other departments that assist victims, including the Department of 
Housing’s State Housing Trust Fund.  
 
In addition to our priority pieces of legislation and maintaining our line item in the state 
budget, there were a host of other bills AzCADV supported, opposed, or just tracked 
this past legislative session because of the potential impact they could have on victims.  
There were many bills introduced that would have created significant barriers for 
immigrant victims of domestic violence as well as about a dozen bills aimed at 
weakening our state’s gun laws.  Partly due to our efforts, none of these bills were 
passed into law, and in fact, the Governor vetoed several of them. 
 
We wish to the thank the Governor for her leadership and the Legislators who passed 
the reasonable, responsible state budget that protected victims of domestic violence 
and others in poverty in Arizona.  
 
 


